James Krafft
English 12
Dr. Griffin 
31 January 2013

“Tonight I can write the saddest lines”
Pablo Neruda

Tonight I can write the saddest lines

Write, for example, 'The night is shattered
and the blue stars shiver in the distance.'

The night wind revolves in the sky and sings.

Tonight I can write the saddest lines.
I loved her, and sometimes she loved me too.

Through nights like this one I held her in my arms
I kissed her again and again under the endless sky.

She loved me sometimes, and I loved her too.
How could one not have loved her great still eyes.

Tonight I can write the saddest lines.
To think that I do not have her. To feel that I have lost her.

To hear the immense night, still more immense without her.
And the verse falls to the soul like dew to the pasture.

What does it matter that my love could not keep her.
The night is shattered and she is not with me.

This is all. In the distance someone is singing. In the distance.
My soul is not satisfied that it has lost her.

My sight searches for her as though to go to her.
My heart looks for her, and she is not with me.

The same night whitening the same trees.
We, of that time, are no longer the same.

I no longer love her, that's certain, but how I loved her.
My voice tried to find the wind to touch her hearing.

Another's. She will be another's. Like my kisses before.
Her voide. Her bright body. Her inifinite eyes.

I no longer love her, that's certain, but maybe I love her. 
Love is so short, forgetting is so long.

Because through nights like this one I held her in my arms
my sould is not satisfied that it has lost her.

Though this be the last pain that she makes me suffer
and these the last verses that I write for her. 	Comment by agriffin: Shattered makes me think of glass breaking. The figurative meaning of this word is that the night sky was as delicate and clear as a piece of glass. The tone create is very quiet and cold.	Comment by 81800krafft: The author does not have a good self esteem. He is not confident. He’s playing off his sadness by acting like he doesn’t care. It adds another element to the poem. His love was not enough, the woman seems like she doesn’t have much strong feelings for the author. The tone is very sad and despair.	Comment by 81800krafft: The author is crumbling at the seams. He is in love with this girl and she does not care for him as much. The word shattered makes me think of something that is broken but never can be fixed. He probably feels like he just dropped his favorite vase on the floor.	Comment by 81800krafft: He is trying to get to her. She does not want to hear what he is trying to say. This poem is used to show that he is trying to get her back, but all is broken. The tone is used to show that there might be a little hope for their relationship.	Comment by 81800krafft: The emptiness that is her. This word makes a lot of depth to this poem. This makes me think of a star in space that is going on for miles. The tone is very empty, maybe just like the feelings she has for the author. 	Comment by 81800krafft: This last line is very intense. It really makes the ending dramatic. This line gives me a sense of hopelessness. I know that this isn’t a “word” but it’s a line that means a lot. The tone is very hopeless and sad. Maybe, something drastic happened after he wrote this poem. 

